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Global warming has become a serious

| environmental threat for the human survival
| over the past few years, and turning a deaf
H| ear to its warnings can prove hazardous. The
i causes, effects, and complexities of global
warming are important to understand to
Hl make the changes necessary for a healthier
| planet. Global warming implies an increase
| in the average temperature of the Earth due
il to entrapment of greenhouse gases in the
| earth’s atmosphere. Excessive burning of

fossil fuels coupled with population growth,
technological advancement, industrializ-
ation, urbanization, and deforestation lead
to an increase in the production of greenhouse
gases which include carbon dioxide,
chlorofluorocarbons, water vapour, methane,
and nitrous oxide. The gradual build up of
these gases has caused the average global
temperature to rise overtime, otherwise
known as global warming. Global warming
causes climate change, which poses a
serious threat to life on earth in the forms of
widespread flooding and extreme weather
abnormalities.

Human activities such as deforestation, land
use changes, fossil-fuel combustion, the excess
use of fertilizers, the decomposition of
wastes in landfills have not only lead to soil
erosion, but also have prompted increase in
climatic variability in many parts of the
world. Urbanization and industrialization,

4| which our modern civilization depends
il upon, have a devastating effect on the
processes of climate change. The industrial
H activities have raised atmospheric carbon
| dioxide levels from 280 parts per million to
| 400 parts per million in the last 150 years.
| Human activities produced carbon dioxide

is the most important long lived “forcing” of
climate change. It is gradually developing |t
into an unprecedented environmental crisis |§
evident in melting of glaciers, sea level rise, |f
changes in weather patterns, heavy downpour, |3
and increased frequency of cyclones, severe
longer droughts, more intense heat waves. |}
While there are uncertainties on the nature |
and extent of the impending changes, it is |f
certain that climate induced variability and |§
change will affect the agricultural yields and |
food security drastically. Crop production in |3
large areas of the world is likely to decrease |3
leading to world-wide food scarcity. Even
extinction of various plants and animals is
predicted. The effect on people would depend
on how well we can adapt to the changes and
how much we can do to reduce the emission
of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases thus reduce climate change.

)OOOOOOOOOOO ¢

Global warming is one of the most
vexing environmental crises faced by
mankind. Governments, scientists and
environmentalists all over the world are
aware of the dangers and are trying to meet
the challenge. Several international
agencies and inter-governmental panels are
engaged in formulating and implementing
programmes for reducing the rate of global
heating. The situation can recover only if we
incorporate the teachings of Guru
Jambheshwar in our everyday life. He was
India’s foremost environmentalist, who
founded the Bishnoi faith in 1485 and laid |}
down 29 principles to be followed by
Bishnois. Of these, six are extraordinary- [}
they cover environmental protection and |
compassion for all sentient beings. ;
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Guru Jambheshwar lived in an era very |3
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different from our own, but his ideas still
hold relevance in today’s world. He
recognized the importance of trees and
animals within his local ecosystem and
banned cutting down of trees and animal
slaughter. He insisted on consumption of
plant-based diet. He advocated a simple
lifestyle. Guru Jambheshwar's spiritual
reverence for nature led to a tradition of
unity with the ecosystem. His teachings lay
emphasis on protecting the invaluable gift
of God i.e. nature. Since the faith is based on
love, non-violence, peace, compassion and
kindness, it advocates harmony among all
the creations of the God. Bishnois follow a
system of sharing resources with the
wildlife around them. They have made a
positive contribution in the world through
their environment-friendly practices. In
spite of living in the arid desert regions for
centuries, they have been following the
dictates of their religious principles for
centuries.

In 1730 AD, a small village located 26
km south-east of Jodhpur in Rajasthan
witnessed the first and most fierce
environment activism in the history of the
world. The king of Jodhpur wanted to build
a new palace. He sent soldiers to gather
wood from the forest region near the village
of Khejarli, where Bishnoi villagers had
helped foster an abundance of khejari
(acacia) trees. When the king's men ignored
the pleas of the villagers to cease
deforestation, Smt. Amrita Devi of Khejarli

4| village and her three young daughters laid
4l down their lives to protect these sacred
i trees. Then, other villagers also encircled
il the trees and refused to let go, as a result,
i they were killed in the process by the
| soldiers. Total 363 Bishnois sacrificed their
il lives for the protection of trees that the

king’s men had come to cut down to fuel the
cement lime kilns for the king’s palace.
When the king came to know about these
events, he rushed to the village and
apologized, ordering his soldiers to stop
logging operations. Soon the Maharajah
declared the region as a protected area,
forbidding any hostile activity against the
trees and animals. This legislation still
exists today. In memory of the 363 Bishnois,
a large number of khejari trees have been
planted around the area, which is still
notably lush with flora and fauna. They laid
down their lives to serve the greater good of
humanity and left behind a legacy of
kinship, generosity, charity and altruism.
Their sacrifice became an inspiration for the
much larger Chipko movement, in which
villagers defended the forest against |
commercial logging by embracing trees. :

)OOOO®®
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Moreover, various reports and studies |
on climate changes suggest that protecting |
and restoring forests and urgently |
revamping the global food system through
dietary change are the key solutions to the
escalating land and climate crisis. It is
broadly understood that every single calorie
of energy saved, every new tree planted,
every tree maintained and every bit of
organic material saved from burning,
contribute to an enormous amount of fall in
global temperature. Guru Jambheshwar’s
broad vision, his wisdom and admiration for
all being have encouraged future
generations to appreciate the natural world
for its own sake and to defend the
environment in any possible way. :
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