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 In the long-term development journey of 
world humanity, many thinkers have not only 
continuously guided humanity with their 
thinking according to the country, time and 
situation, but some philosophers, sages, saints 
and good men have given a new direction to 
human civilization with their excellent 
philosophy of life. In particular, it can be said 
with confidence that the residents of the land of 
India had as much understanding about the 
value of life in the Rigvedic period, as much as 
Europe did not even knew anything related to it. 
Vedic evidence and references are still referred 
to international values. The ideal-oriented 
biography of human life, which started in India 
thousands of years ago, has created so much in 
its journey of development to make life 
meaningful and valuable that it is not available 
for study anywhere else. In the barbaric era, 
when the era depended only on scriptures and 
weapons, then only India, not only used 

democratic life values like 

 but also established them in principle. 

Some examples are visible:-

(You are chosen by the 

people to rule the kingdom), (

The royal power of the king resides in the 

subjects) 
O King, be friendly to all your subjects, so that 

all the subjects are desirous of you.

 The understanding of the democratic 
values of the present world by the Indian man 
thousands of years before Christ, is still a matter 
of concern in the politics of the world. Indian 
intelligence had interviewed the valuable 
aspects of life since ancient times and its 
upliftment-oriented conscience was always 
striving towards its continuous development. 
From the point of view of the ruler and the ruled, 
how familiar was the life of the Aryans with the 
values of life? It can be inferred from the saying 

 Man is an intellectual creature and his life 
i s  of ten  purposeful .  Animals  opera te 
instinctively whereas man walks with the help 
of his intelligence. With this intelligence man 
acquires rational knowledge, with the help of 
this knowledge the knowledge of human values 
becomes clear. What is the world of knowledge, 
and what is man? What are human life values? 
What is true? What else is false? What are merits 
and demerits? What is the basis of morality and 
immorality? What are the sources of life values? 
How should a man lead a life based on values? 
Answers to such innumerable questions can be 
found in the universal, literary and philosophical 
thoughts of the major thinkers of world history. 
The life journey of a human being which started 
with instincts first moved towards social 
instincts, the person himself did rituals, as soon 
as the society gave approval to this continuous 
process of resources and rituals, the era of social 
rituals and change started from here itself, this is 
where the differentiation of human journey of 
culture begins. In order to live life, man 
understood the utility, livelihood, self-defense 
and desirability of multiple resources from the 
mental, spiritual, physical and social point of 
view, or it can be said that when man made an 
ideal-oriented use of understanding, then the 
human values were born.

 The collective acceptance of human values 
started shaping life values from the point of 
view of and from here the process of 

building life values started in the journey of 
development of human life. Both creation and 
destruction had a role in their determination. 
The way western rationalists have interpreted 
the concept of value from the perspective of 
conscience, the same approach has been 
followed in Indian rationalism as well. The great 
poet Kalidas confirms this in the play 
Abhijnanasakuntalam:-



''Indian Culture and Relevance of Environmental
Thought of Bhakti Saint Guru Jambhoji”
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changing epidemics, the ecological imbalance 
arising from the increasing hunting and killing 
of animals, presented direct challenges to the 
human beings in the 21st century. Today the 
situation has become so dire that along with 
falling human values, adverse communal 
atmosphere, a serious crisis has arisen for the 
protection of the environment. By the way, in the 
Indian tradition, religion also represents values. 
In the Indian tradition, where the Vedic ashram 
system is totally based on nature, nature itself 
stands by the family norms every moment. Here 
are some examples:-



  







      









         


     



 The whole life of Maryada Purushottam 

Lord Rama becomes fruitless after having the 14 

years of exile which is nothing separate from 

nature. On the other hand, Yogeshwar Krishna 

himself expresses his words through natural 

elements even in wartime situation, he himself 

says in Shrimadbhagwadgita:-



     




of Yajurveda that:-

 It is a matter of great pleasure 

that not only the ruler, but also the governed 
were not only enlightened by the realization of 
the ‘value of life’, but were conscious of it. The 
Yajurvedic sage while addressing the king says 
that       





 Before dethroning the ruler, 

he was made aware of the purpose that 'he will 
bear the heavy weight of the welfare of the 
subjects on his shoulders’. At many places in the 
Atharvaveda, there are many references to the 
people deposing the irresponsible king, re-
establishing him, and electing a new king. The 
modern governance system which has been 
adopted by man after many values, which has 
been accepted by the whole world as an ideal 
governance system. Its quality was appreciated 
in the Vedic period. Its expansion and rituals 
continued to exert its pressure till the Janpada 
era. Being an Indian, it gives me great pleasure 
to mention that the practice of parliamentary 
form of government, prevalent in two-thirds of 
the world's countries, was already prevalent in 
India by the time of the Atharvaveda.

 In the initial primitive stage of human 
development journey, this earth was of pure 
environment and rich in resources. The entire 
environment of the universe was balanced. 
Man's relationship with nature was motherly. 
That is, man grew up in the cradle of nature. As 
soon as the blind race of human development 
started, then man running on the stairs of 
physical glare, marketism, industrialization, 
technocracy, modernization started destroying 
the environment. As a result, a huge problem of 
environmental pollution has arisen. Destruction 
of forests has started, decreasing forests, rising 
global temperature, melting glaciers, decreasing 
ground water level, climate change, increasing 
pollution of soil, water, air and sound, rivers 
drying up, sea level rising, ozone getting 
depleted. Layer, along with the problems of 
hunger and housing spreading from the ever-
increasing population, as well as the ever-
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communalism and social evils were opposed, 
the message of life protection was given in favor 
of non-violence. He gave a syncretic message of 
knowledge, action and Bhakti just like the Gita. 

His words     became an 

exemplary role model for his followers and 
environment loving good men. Amrita Devi 
raised this proclamation in Khejarli Khadana 

1730 into  Guru 

Jambheshwar’s environmental thinkings are 
visible in examples:-








    


       






    
















    





 

 

     









    




      








 Similarly, all the projects of Lord Buddha’s 
modesty and austerity are related to nature, then 
Mahavira’s non-violence strongly opposes the 
killing of animals. Not only this, before 
Shankaracharya, the Brahmin religion reform 
program started with the protest against animal 
sacrifice is seen again in the medieval period as 
Bhakti Andolan. Countless saints like Nanak, 
Kabir, Mahatmas and Sufis include the values of 
nature protection in their thoughts.

 Guru Jambheshwar's name is taken as a 
supernatural visionary in the series of Bhakti 
saints .  Five hundred years ago,  Guru 
Jambheshwar presented such a simple code of 
conduct of human values for the welfare of the 
whole world, which has become a milestone for 
environmental protection on the whole earth 
along with causal and non-causal conceptual 
thinking. Guru ji’s disciple tradition and 
followers not only followed this code of conduct 
but presented exemplary examples of sacrifice 
for the protection of human values like 
environmental protection. Although the 
relevance of all these Jambhani ideals is 
timeless, but following the environmental 
values has become a great need of the 
contemporary era. Jambhoji preached through 
his Sabdavani and by calling people to protect 
nature, the hypocrisy of the time, where 
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 In this way, by following his environmental 
values, not only 363 men and women in 
Khejarli, Jodhpur sacrificed their lives for the 
protection of trees, but for the protection of 
nature and living beings. The followers and 
disciples of Guru Jambheshwar are doing their 
best even today at the cost of continuous 
environmental protection. They are ready to 
sacrifice their everything happily. At present, 
global and national level efforts are being made 
to protect the environmental values, but a 
loyalty that every man should have to protect his 
mother nature has not yet arisen.

 These human welfare values of Indian 
culture can prove to be a boon for the world 
humanity. It is eternal and universally visible. It 
would not be an exaggeration to say that the 
environmental values of Indian culture are as 
relevant even today as they were in the time of 
their creation, but we should try to propagate 
and spread these values at the world level 
immediately. The speed of propagation is slow. 
By establishing the prestige of these values at 
the world level, not only will the nature of the 
relevant importance of our culture be clear, but 
the distraction of world humanity towards 
environmental protection will end. Instead of 
paper schemes and formalities, we have to try to 
return to following these solid and authentic 
values of ours so that we all together can protect 
the world civilization through our immortal 
culture. To protect and preserve the natural 
rights of our future generations. It is hoped that 
the  Dubai  In ternat ional  Environment 
Conference will be able to clarify the relevant 
importance of the environmental values given 
by Guru Jambheshwar by establishing them 
everywhere in the contemporary world.

- Dr. Bhanwar Lal (Umarlai)

  Research Fellow, Department of History

JNVU Jodhpur

Mob.: 9587653744
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 In this way, by following his environmental 
values, not only 363 men and women in 
Khejarli, Jodhpur sacrificed their lives for the 
protection of trees, but for the protection of 
nature and living beings. The followers and 
disciples of Guru Jambheshwar are doing their 
best even today at the cost of continuous 
environmental protection. They are ready to 
sacrifice their everything happily. At present, 
global and national level efforts are being made 
to protect the environmental values, but a 
loyalty that every man should have to protect his 
mother nature has not yet arisen.

 These human welfare values of Indian 
culture can prove to be a boon for the world 
humanity. It is eternal and universally visible. It 
would not be an exaggeration to say that the 
environmental values of Indian culture are as 
relevant even today as they were in the time of 
their creation, but we should try to propagate 
and spread these values at the world level 
immediately. The speed of propagation is slow. 
By establishing the prestige of these values at 
the world level, not only will the nature of the 
relevant importance of our culture be clear, but 
the distraction of world humanity towards 
environmental protection will end. Instead of 
paper schemes and formalities, we have to try to 
return to following these solid and authentic 
values of ours so that we all together can protect 
the world civilization through our immortal 
culture. To protect and preserve the natural 
rights of our future generations. It is hoped that 
the  Dubai  In ternat ional  Environment 
Conference will be able to clarify the relevant 
importance of the environmental values given 
by Guru Jambheshwar by establishing them 
everywhere in the contemporary world.

- Dr. Bhanwar Lal (Umarlai)

  Research Fellow, Department of History

JNVU Jodhpur

Mob.: 9587653744
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